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That Publishing House, Manoi, 1971, p 50) Following 
Maraism, Lenin did just that and so he made a great 
contribution to Marxist theory, creating Leniniuam. Ho 
Chi Minh, following that example, creatively and suc- 
cessfully applied Marxism-Leninism to Vietnam's situa 
tion. In that process, Ho Chi Minh thought was formed. 


Firmly grasps Marxist view on theory, Politburo Res 
may “N has reviewed the theoretical situation 
since win 


party congress and put forth primary 
tasks, ines, and measures to promote theoretical 
work in the new period and strengthen the party's 
leadership with respect to theoretical work. 


The resolution mentions the party's viewpoints on dif- 
ferences and unity in the relationships between science 
and politics, between scientific characteristics and party 


characteristics, and between theory and ioe, Al the 
same time, the resolution regards coordi 
things between the social sciences and natural 


technical sciences and manifesting freedom of thought 
and creativity in theoretical research as very important 
formulas for stimulating the theoretical work of the 


party 


Lenin said that “continuing the work of Hegel and Marx 
entails dialectically constructing the yy YY human 
thinking and of science and ey ootnote 2) 
Lenin, “Collected Works,” ishing house, 

, 1981, vol 29, p 156) on this Leninist 

spirit, the resolution states that “for -yiny now, the 
training of the ranks of theoretical has been 
limited to Marxist-Leninist science Little attention has 
been given to studying other currents and accepting the 
scientific achievements of the world.” Based on this, the 
resolution requires that in thoroughly the 
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just of theorists and full-tume research cadres 
daily concern of the party committee echelons 
each party member Ideological work does not 
have a theoretical nature. bul it cannot be sepa- 
from its foundation, the ideological system, 
ing the basic theoretical system of the party. If 
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struggle. and the ideological struggle (that 1s. the ideo- 
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4 Socialism—Theory and Practice 


have appeared in increasingly greater numbers. Scien- 
tifle seminars have been held continually. An atmo- 
sphere of democracy and freedom has begun to prevail in 
scientific research, creation, discussions and tes, On 
various forums and in scientific publications, there have 
a numerous diversified and varying opinions 
ng efforts to research on and renovate thinki rr 


and methods of hing various theoretical 
practical issues, to gradually overcome and do away 
with tism, scholasticism, perfunctoriness, and the 


simplistic and singletrack way of thinking. 


However, all this is only extremely modest initial 
progress. At present, theoretical work remains in a state 
of confusion and disorder. Obviously, more questions 
are being posed than they can be answered. Achieve- 
ments have fallen short of expectations. Theory has not 
- escaped from the state of backwardness and untime- 


iness compared to practice. 


What is quite visible is that there are no small numbers 
of theoretical magazines and research projects by indi- 
viduals and collective of scientists, but there have been 
very few works of great scientific value capable of 
creating ¢ sensation and very few long-term projects 
designed to study a subject thoroughly. Apparently there 
have been very few works created by ourselves compared 
to the works translated from foreign languages. This 
testifies to the fact that our scientific knowledge remains 
limited, that there are very few scientists of significant 
stature, and that, generally speaking, our potential in 
theoretical work remains scanty—so scanty that once 
somebody has touched on an issue, others almost find it 
impossible to add anything else on the same subject. In 
some cases that call for struggle and criticism, we can 
only write a few articles before “running out of steam.” 
On many issues, there are more than enough criticism of 
the old but too few fresh suggestions and interpretations. 
In the past, our colleagues often blamed the party for 
failing to make use of the contingent of theoretical cadres 
in the policy preparation process. However, not many 
such criticisms have been heard recently because over 
the past few years, orders fo. social scientific products 
have been sent thick and fast by the party and practical 
organs to various scientific agencies and scientists but 
our response has apparently been rather meager. This is 
proof of the inadequacy of the —s, theoretical 
workers, a fact that cannot be put di 


Concerning the review of practical work, we have accom- 
plished too little. There has been a lack of due attention 
on the part of party committee echelons and practical 
service leadership as well as the theoretical organs. In 
what we have achieved, the standard of analysis, syn- 
thesis, and generalization has not yet been high and has 
not reached the level at which reviews could serve as the 
basis for making necessary forecasts about develop- 
mental processes and putting forward sound solutions. 


With regard to the struggle on the ideological-theoretical 
front, many scientific agencies and collectives of scien- 
tiots have not attached due importance to this issue, have 
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veen reluctant to ¢ in struggle, and have been 
inclined to compromise and evasive. The press have 
launched some commendable drives, but the quality and 

rsuasiveness of some articles should be further 
mproved. An even more important question is that the 


ideological-theoretical struggle should be waged regu- 
larly and with the icipation of greater numbers of 
theoretical cadres. t is sorely needed here is not only 


intellectual power but also courage and an iron faith. 


In evaluating the real state of theoretical work, we cannot 
not avoid mentioning the contingent of theoretical 
cadres. Generally speaking, this contingent has good 
political quality and is loyal to the party's and people's 
revolutionary cause. For a few years now, it has been 
substantially reinforced with young blood and trained in 
a fairly systematic fashion. However, it is still in the state 
of being large but not strong. This is because of the many 
weaknesses in the training process—from recruitment to 
curnculum contents and teaching quality—and because 
of the deficiencies in employment, advanced training, 
and special treatment policies and systems, which should 
have been designed to create necessary conditions for 
scientific research and the development of talent. The 
lack of great ambitions, enthusiasm, and intellectual 
effort on the part of no small numbers of theoretical 
cadres is also an important cause. The research organ- 
zation and management system is both scattered and 
redundant and lacks the division of labor and coordina- 
tion. Attention has not yet been paid to developing 
various key scientific branches and a contingent of 
leading cadres. There is a lack of centralized and unified 
guidance and too little investment for social sciences and 
theoretical research. 


Il. Main Tasks and Research Directions 


The duty of theoretical work 1s to serve the continuing 
renovation of thinking and the building of scientific 
theoretical bases for socialism, for the path to socialism 
in Vietnam, and for the major positions and policies of 
the party and state; to instill a scientific world outlook 
and a revolutionary philosophy of life in cadres. party 
members, and the people, particularly the younger gen- 
eration, to st the socialist ideological battle 
position, consolidate people's faith in the socialist ideal, 
criticize deviant viewpoints, struggle against hostile 
y= ¢ p-y—~4 trends, and contribute to the 

defense of the party's and people's revolutionary cause 
and the = = of the fatherland and socialism, to 
ey Ue clas cnt Came a 


the same time, —y 4g - 
subsequent development of the country. 


to renovate political thinking, go deeply into reviewing 
practice and developing theory in a creative manner. 
First of all, we must logically review the fundamental 
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experiences in the renovation process to serve the mid- 
term National Conference of Delegates and the eighth 
y congress. This review is the cenira/ task of theoret- 
work in the next few years; it is aimed at further 
clarifying the scientific and practical basis of the 
ng of a model of the path to socialism in Vietnam.” 


carry out this task, the Political Bureau 
resolution pointed out that theoretical work at the 
present stage should focus on the following main direc- 
tions of research: 


achievements of modern science. We must compre- 
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Socialism—Theory and Practice 5 


between ownership and the use of the means of produc- 


. ion and the organization of production management; 


concerning the broadening of external economic rela- 
tions, concerning the social structure and social policies; 
and concerning the classes and class struggle in the 
period of transition. 


We must carry out research to shed light on various 
viewpoints on renovating the political system; on con- 
cretizing the forms of correct relations among the party, 
the state, and the mass organizations; and on building 
socialist democracy, with the central issues being the 
building of the party in the conditions of the party 
leading the state, the building of an administration of the 
people, by the people, and for the people, the building of 
the legal system, and the management of society by law. 


We must do research on the relations between the 

traditional and the modern, between development of the 

national cultural character and absorption of the quin- 

tessence of world culture, and on the issues concerning 

the development of the human factors, ethics, life-style, 

t, art, religion, nationality... in the conditions of 

ing the multisector commodity-based economy 

and broadening international exchanges. We must build 

the theoretical basis for the shaping of Vietnamese 
culture and Vietnamese man in modern times. 


We must renovate the curncula, contents, and methods 
of teaching Marxism-Leninism and Ho Chi Minh 
thought to turn them into the leading ideology in the 
spiritual life of our society and to heighten the conscious- 
ness of socialist ideal and the faith of party and youth 
union members and the people. 


We must constantly carry out the ideological and theo- 
retical struggle according to the requirements of the 
renovation process. We must overcome dogmatism and 
empiricism and, at the same time, oppose opportunism 


of all stripes and revisionism. 
We must carry out theoretical research in of 
national defense and securty in order to the 


fatherland. firmly maintain and strengthen political sta- 
bility. and defeat the “peaceful evolution” scheme and 
tnck of impenalism and reactionary forces. 


Ill. On Some Major Guidelines for Theoretical 
Activities 


Political Bureau Resolution 01-NQ/TW [Resolution/ 
Party Central Committee] “On Theoretical Work at 
Present Stage” set forth four mayor guidelines for theo- 
retical activities. Here, | will strive to clarify the most 
important points of these guidelines: 


| Thoroughly understanding the revolutionary and scien- 
tific nature of Marxism-Leninism and Ho Chi Minh 

achieving at all costs the unity between scientific 
character and party character and between science and 
politics in theoretical activities. 











For a long time we seemed to identify politics with 
theory. In the national democratic revolution, this iden- 


harm to either theory or politics. The crux of the matter 
is; When the p+ does not yet hold power, polit- 
ical struggle, class struggle, and national struggle can 
directly rely on the princi of revolutionary theory; 
, the principles of revolutionary theory may be 
used rectly resolve practical political issues. For 
example, the theories of revolutionary situation, revolu- 
poeery my po to seize power, and so 
ittcal practice and may be 
to the practice of ition. We know that it is 
cult to determine whether the overwhelming 
majority of the writings by Lenin are political documents 
or theoretical works. Of course, there can be no contro- 
versy about such works as “Philosophic Notebooks,” 
‘Materialism and Empiro-Criticism™ because their the- 
oretical character is all too evident. 


After we shifted to the socialist revolution, there still is 
an essential relationship between scientific theory and 
the politics of socialist construction, but these ties are 
not always as direct and visible in all matters as they 
used to be. In revolutionary struggle, when we had not 
yet gained power, things and processes were by no means 
simpler, of course, but, in the final analysis, the issue still 
boiled down to nothing but a confrontation between the 
revolutionary and counterrevolutionary forces. As for 
the building of socialism, this is an extremely compli- 
cated process taking place in all domains o life and 
social activities. The objects of cognition and action here 
are various systems and structures; extremely diversified 
and complicated multileveled, multilayered processes, 
intricately interwoven and multiform relations.... There- 
, it is required here that countless relevant factors, 
countless links and ——_ and countless different levels 
of the analytic and synthetic processes must be taken 
into consideration a scientific basis for a political 
decision could be made. In such conditions, identifying 
politics with scientific theory is harmful indeed to both 
science and politics. 
Yet, the habit developed in the period of the national 


8 
= 


a 


another , 
discussing thoroughly in order to firmly grasp the guide- 
line of “achieving the unity between the scientific char- 
acter and the party character and between science and 
"as stipulated in Political Bureau Resolution 
01-NQ/TW. First of all, we should agree that the theory 


of Marxism-Leninism—an ideology marked 
Oy ths waity between the ecleatific aatere and the rove- 
lutionary nature as its inherent characteristic—to 
concrete conditions of Vietnam. 


: 
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Lenin wrote: “The irresistible appeal that has attracted 
the socialists in all countries to this theory lies in the fact 
that this theory tightly and highly combined the scien- 
tific character (which is the zenith of social sciences) and 
the revolutionary spirit. And this combination was 


effected not by chance and not because the founder of 


that doctrine combined in himself the qualities of a 
scholar and a revolutionary. It was a combination 
inherent in the theory itself, a combination that was 
intrinsic and indissoluble. As a :natter of fact, the task of 
theory and the Lm of science directly laid down here are 
to assist the of the oppressed in the economic 
struggle that is actually taking place.” (Footnote 2) (V.I. 
Lenin: “Collected Works,” Publishing House, 
Moscow, 1978, Vol |, p 421} 


Thus, in the Marxist revolutionary theory, there is no 
ition between science and politics, between scien- 
c character and party character, there is no— 
absolutely no—question of sacrificing one to the other. 
On the contrary, there is a mutual demand for each 
other, with one serving as the prerequisite for the other's 
caistence, and vice versa. The inherent unity and close 
affinity between these two elements have created the 
essential characteristic that is both revolutionary and 
scientific of theory. Here, “the more y and 
more impartially science is pursued, the more it suits the 
interests and aspirations of the working class.’ [Footnote 
3) (K. Marx-F. Engels: “Selected Works,” Su t Pub- 
lishing House, Hanoi, 1984, Vol 6, p 422] Therefore, it 
would be wrong politics and running counter to the 
interests and aspirations of the working class if politics is 
practiced without due regard for science. (n the other 
hand, the viewpoint demanding the “liberation of sci- 
ence from politics’ is completely baseless, simply 
because this science is the science of revolutionary 
Cragpe. How could such « theery ever be separates from 
politics” 


Therefore, if a Marxist demands the “depoliticization of 
Marxist science,” it is tantamount to a denial of his own 
Marxist qualifications. Both the practice of revolution 
and the process of theoretical activities have proved that 
when theory is divorced from politics, it will no longer be 
a genuine science. 


The party needs scientific theory as a basis for its 
political line; just as theory can be really scientific only if 
it benefits from the party's correct political guidelines. 
Both of these demands are equally important. especially 
at the current complicated stage. And the two demands 
of the unity between theory and practice. 

2.Closely linking theory to practice, immediate require- 


ments to long-term tasks, and basic research to applied 
research. 





Everybody knows that uniting theory with practice 1s the 
fundamental principle of Marxist-Leninism and the 
basic guideline determining the direction of theoretical 
work. In my opinion, there is no need to say anything 
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more about the importance of this guideline. The ques- 
tion here is how to understand and apply it in the current 
situation, in the light of the lessons of experience we have 
already accumulated. 


Al present, a situation that is troubling everybody is the 
fairly wide gap still existing between theory and practice. 
This gap was even wider before the sixth party congress. 
At that time, it was obviously that theory and practice 
were heading in opposite directions. In the late 1970's, 
the “obstinate and recalcitrant” real life finally raised its 
voice as it could no longer bear the theoretical patterns 
imposed on it in a voluntanstic fashion. Life rushed into 
the meeting hall of the Sixth Plenum of the Fourth Party 
Central Committee (held in 1979) and squarely put “the 
urgent socioeconomic problems” as issue number one on 
its agenda. This event 1s a profound lesson in the need to 
unite theory with practice. 


Thereafter, “the Directive 100-based contract system” 
came into being and its monumental emancipatory sig- 
nificance was immediately grasped and illuminated with 
theoretical elucidation by the scientific circles with 
unprecedented enthusiasm. Let us recall in particular the 
gloomy sociopolitical atmosphere prevailing before the 
sixth party congress and even after the first drafts of its 
documents were sent to the first-round local party con- 
gresses because they could satisfy no one. However, after 
that, it took only “three major economic viewpoints” to 
effect a turning point in the renovation of thinking and 
to radically change the atmosphere. Everybody was 
definitely in high spirits, from the party to the people. 
from the lower to the upper echelons, all were filled with 
a new vitality up to the time of the national party 


this gap to the minimum. This requires that theory be 
nated and correctly onented by scientific theory. and 
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that many voices were raised recently criticizing the 
“new dogmatism" for being a tendency that preaches in 
the name of renovation, anticonservatism, and antidog- 
matism, but essentially offers nothing new except a 
carbon copy of what is already available in the theoret- 
ical storehouse of opportunism and even repeats ver- 
batim its imported rhetoric. At this juncture, opposing 
revisionism is as necessary as—if not more so than— 
Opposing conservatism and dogmatism. 


It would be very wrong to understand dogmatism as 
being simply the result of too much book reading. As a 
matter of fact, dogmatism stems not only from alien- 
ation from reality and practice but also from too little 
reading or from an incomplete reading of books (partic- 
ularly the Marxist-Leninist classics); or from the fact that 
one may read and even read a lot, but fail to go beyond 
the books, that is, to properly digest the knowledge 

ined from reading, to closely link it to reality, and to 
urther develop it as life goes on. 


Reviewing practice is the basic method in theoretical 
activities and a fundamental approach to overcoming 
dogmatism and even empiricism, for the purpose of 
achieving unity between theory and practice. In the final 
analysis, theory is the summing up, the generalization of 
practice. No theory is possible without practice and 
practical experience. 

The renovation process in our country 1s characterized 
by the fact that it is bei.g carried out simultaneously 
with the research on and creation of theory. Of course, 
when embarking on this undertaking, our party has 
prepared major guidelines for it. Proceeding from these 
guidelines, we must set oul immediately to resolve issues 
that are ripe for resolution without waiting for the 
completion of theoretical preparation. In fact. 11 1s not 
realistic to demand full theoretical preparation in 
advance because there are things that can be appreciated 
only after we have started doing them, and there are even 
problems that can be theoretically summed up and 
generalized only after we have made mistakes time and 
again and have gained sufficient expernence therefrom. 
Two years after embarking on restructuring. the CPSU 
claimed that it had completed its theoretical prepara- 
tion, but how far has its restructuring process gone now” 
We will have to pay for any hastiness in making theoret- 
ical generalizations and in determining categories and 
laying down laws when a practical basis 1s still lacking. In 
fact, in many matters it is practice itself that has pro- 
vided a solution before theory could. This was the case of 
the contract system in agriculture. Several years were 
spent in never-ending, stalemated debates over whether 
a single-price or dual-price mechanism should be 
applied, whether a single-market or dual-market system 
should be adopted, whether the state should monopolize 
the grain trade.... But, at the end, it was the realities in 
the second half of 1989 that provided the definitive 
answers to these questions. 


This perception does not take away from the role and 
responsibility of theoretical work, nor 1s it meant as an 














advocacy of empiricism, The question is that pure spec- 
ulation cannot be used as a substitute for practical 
experience and that utmost importance must be attached 
to ee practice, a basic method of theoretical 
work, 


Reviewing practice is extremely important to those spe- 
cializing in theoretical work. It should be equally impor- 
tant to—and be a daily habit of—cadres in charge of 
leading and guiding practical work. Practice without 
theory is no better than theory without practice. Empir- 
icism is no less harmful than dogmatism. Moreover, 
there is such thing as the ill of dogmatism—a highly 
contagious condition—among the empiricists. This is 
because if we have only limited, empirical knowledge, we 
are highly susceptible to the ill of slavishly imitating 
others. This is the thin boundary, a crossover between 
empiricism and dogmatism. 


Our party is now at the point where reviewing the 
practice of renovation is extremely necessary. It must 
review practice to develop, concretize, and perfect its 
lines and policies; to find the answers for problems that 
are still unsolved or unclear, to bring into full play and 
multiply the right, to uncover and rectify the wrong, and 
to raise the theoretical standard and leadership capacity 
of the party in the highly difficult and complicated 
renovation undertaking at a time when socialism 
throughout the world is facing a grave crisis in both 
theory and practice. The success of the renovation pro- 
cess depends to a large extend on our capability for—and 
the outcome of—reviewing practice and heightening 
theoretical standards. This is why Political Bureau Res- 
olution “On Theoretical Work at the Present Stage” 
made the theoretical review of the fundamental experi- 
ences in the renovation process the central task of 
theoretical work for the next few years. This must be a 
painstaking, incisive review involving close coordination 
between theoretical workers and scientific agencies on 
the one side and party committee echelons and practical 
work services on the other side. This review should be 
conducted not only in the area of common issues con- 
cerning the path to socialism, but also in each basic 
domain of activity: economy and society, culture and 
ideology, political system and the democratization of 
social life, party building, state building, the national 
united front and various mass organizations, and so 
forth.... This must be a large-scale review encompassing 
an analysis of the experiences in restructuring and 
reform in other countries and even the lessons learned 
from the 70-odd years of existence of socialism 
throughout the world. We cannot afford not to take into 
account these experiences and lessons when we ponder 
on, compare, analyze, and sum up the experiences in 
renovation and the path to socialism of our country 
itself. 


To lay stress on the review of practice does not mean to 
make light of basic research and basic theory. The closer 
we get to concrete issues, the more steady, common, and 
basic viewpoints we need. Lenin once pointed out that 
we cannot resolve particular problems if we have not 
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illuminated common problems first. A review of con- 
crete, natural practice requires the adoption of a view- 
point acknowledging the existence of problems, the 
application of a methodology in evaluating them, and 
the determination of guidelines for resolving them; and 
that is to say that the role of theory and methodology is 
indispensable. 


It is impossible to go directly into resolving practical 
problems if the results of basic research are lacking. In its 
turn, the outcome of the research on immediate prob- 
lems will serve as an indispensable source of materials 
for development of fundamental knowledge. The failure 
of our theoretical work to meet the practical needs 
testifies to our weakness in both basic research and 
applied research. A low level of basic science will not 
only constitute a major obstacle to applied research and 
other researches carried out to meet the immediate 
practical needs, but will also deprive us of a steady 
springboard for further advance on the path of science. 
However, we would be making a big mistake and 
divorcing ourselves from reality if we make light of 
applied research. Therefore, the Political Bureau resolu- 
tion accentuated the guideline of “closely linking theory 
to practice, immediate requirements to long-term tasks, 
and basic research to applied research.” Our activities 
must be deeply imbued with this guideline in order to 
carry out, with efficiency and high quality, the 10 state- 
level programs of social sciences from now until 1995. In 
each of these programs, there are many subjects the 
outcome of which should not be held off until 1995 for 
verification and acceptance, reality demands that the 
researches on these subjects produce results soon, even 
as early as the last few months of this year. Otherwise, 
these scientific researches would serve no purposes at all 
and would obviously be unjustifiable. 


3.Democratizing theoretical activities. 


As already stated earlier, in our country there was a time 
when theory was almost identified with politics. All 
theoretical questions were considered to have been 
resolved in the lines and resolutions of the party and in 
the speeches and writings by the leaders; and theoretical 
work was left only with the simple task of explaining 
these lines and resolutions. Persisting over a long period 
of time, this state of affairs had given rise to the habit of 
dependence and even the belief that truth could only 
emanate from a few persons. This eventually led to a 
passive reliance on a “thought subsidy” from the lead- 
ership and discouraged research and discovery, which 
should have been regarded as the real functions, the 
main raison d'etre of theoretical science. The same state 
of affairs also bred the utterly simplistic concept that any 
statement that slightly differed from what the leadership 
and resolutions said was considered to be a political 
offense that might expose its author to all kinds of 
charges and accusations.... The party's line of renovating 
thinking has permitted us to overcome this simple mis- 
take, a mistake that had restrained for some time the 
development of the party's theoretical thinking. 





JPRS-ATC-92-011 
19 October 1992 


Today, we understand that theory and politics are not 
the same thing, that there is a distance between them that 
should be recognized, although such differentiation is 
very relative. This understanding has opened up a vast 
horizon for scientific research and creation and has 
created favorable conditions for bringing into full play 
the intellectual potential of the contingent of theoretical 
workers. However, as already mentioned above, the 
difference between (revolutionary) theory and politics is 
only of relative significance. If we overstep this 
boundary or, worse still, oppose these two factors against 
each other—factors which are traditionally bound to, 
depend and rely on, and mix with each other—then we 
would ultimately cause serious harm to both theory and 
politics. A science that deviates from the party's political 
orientation is no longer a revolutionary science. On the 
other hand, the party's politics must be firmly based on 
scientific foundations. The party must attach utmost 
importance to theory and theoretical work. Theoretical 
work is precisely the foremost task of the party itself, 
particularly the Political Bureau and Central Com- 
mittee. To fulfill this task, ‘t is very important that the 
party must develop and use at all costs its own contin- 
gent of theoretical workers and must lead science in a 
scientific manner. 


The development of science has its own pecularities. For 
example, mistakes may be made in scientific research. If 
it is hard to avoid making mistakes tn politics, then the 
possibility of erring in scientific research is even greater, 
and this is something that cannot be helped. If we 
instantly attribute these mistakes to their authors’ polit- 
ical stance, there may be disastrous consequences. Sci- 
ence needs a democratic atmosphere and freedom of 
thought, because only in such an environment will 
scientists dare think independently and pursue their 
research and discoveries to the end. Theory and science 
cannot develop if thought is not liberated and if discus- 
sion and debate are lacking. To science, there is only one 
supreme authority, and that is the scientific truth, the 
accord between theory and practice. Administrative 
power Or majority opinion, personal prestige or mgh- 
teous r—none of them can resolve the question of 
true or false in science, and nor can they replace the 
objective truth. In scientific debate, persons of low 
scientific standards are often the ones who are easily 
seized by righteous wrath and fond of hyperboles. On the 
contrary, those of great scientific potential are full of 
self-confidence. To them, calmness and reason are the 
weapons for victory. Naturally, sometimes sparks may 
fly and shouting may be heard during debate. This is 
totally permissible (of course, it is better if shouting 
could be avoided). The essential thing is, in any circum- 
stances, such outbursts must be for the sake of science, 
really for the sake of science, and for no other motives. 


In the field of learning in our country, it is regrettable 
that a tradition of discussion and debate is lacking. We 
should learn how to debate. Over the past few years we 
have been doing just that. There must be a debate culture 
if scientific thinking is to be developed. Generally 
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speaking, debate culture and ethics in science require, 
first of all, truthfulness, honesty, and purity—which 
must be as truthful, honest, and pure as the truth and 
scientific facts themselves. Falsehood, distortion of facts 
for devious motives, and opportunism are the worst 
enemies of science. To attain truth, a researcher must be 
very impartial and objective. Only by adopting a truth- 
seeking attitude and a willingness to look squarely at the 
truth, to cast off old and erroneous concepts, to listen to 
reason, to do a away with prejudices, to be extremely 
modest, to treat one another with respect, and so forth... 
can a scientist develop his knowledge and contribute to 
science. 


A leader must jisten to “jarring” words. A leader of 
science must do so even more seriously. He must lead 
science with a scientific attitude or, better still, by relying 
on the essence of science itself, if he is a direct leader of 
scientific activities. The scientists themselves must also 
listen to one another's views. There is no reason why one 
should demand democracy for oneself when one refuses 
to respect the democratic mghts of others. In scientific 
discussion and debate, a freshly conceived idea may 
often open up a new, highly promising field of research. 
Sometimes a single sentence reversing a line of argument 
may prompt everyone to reexamine or readjust the 
concepts or conclusions thought to be already perfect. A 
bold, thought-provoking idea advanced when no one else 
has been abic to form an opimon on a certain thorny 
issue is a view worth treasuring. Even if an opinion is 
essentially faulty but contains a certain correct element, 
that opinion should still be treated with due respect. 
Here again we must also learn from Lenin. Lenin was a 
meticulous, painstaking, and deferential worker when he 
was plucking out “the rational kernel” from the 
extremely mystic and confusing idealist philosophic 
system of Hegel. Lenin wrote: First, we must decant that 
philosophy to glean from it the method of dialectical 
materialism. In doing such decanting, nine-tenths of the 
product will be turned into sediment. We must pick out 
the precious kernel of truth inside the mystic skin of 
Hegelianism. That is, we must “pan for gold” and should 
not “throw out the baby along with the dirty water in the 
washbasin.’ This attitude and work method are 
extremely necessary for us at this juncture, when theo- 
retical work still remains a disorderly and confusing 
undertaking. 


Since the sixth party congress, theoretical activities have 
benefited from a more democratic atmosphere, a fact 
reflected most clearly in the discussions of the draft 
documents of the seventh party congress. But, things 
Wve happened as if they were governed by a law, that 1s, 
the relaxation following a long absence of democracy has 
given rise to the tendency of excessive democracy. Some 
people understand that democracy means that they can 
say, write, and disseminate whatever they want, without 
caring about whether these things are right or wrong, 
whether they help or hurt the common cause of the 
people and country. Some people have even taken 
advantage of democracy to make trouble, to oppose 
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socialism and Marxism-Leninism, to attack the party 
leadership, and to distort national history. These phe- 
nomena are not numerous, but they must be rectified 
and suppressed. 


With regard to theoretical activities (that is, the revolu- 
tionary theory under discussion here), and particularly 
concerning theoretical cadres who are party members, 
democracy cannot be separated from the party character. 
In discussion and debate, democracy and freedom of 
thought should be implemented to the maximum, but 
they must absolutely be based on the goal and path 
chosen by our party and people, and on the resolutions 
already adopted by the party. Lenin affirmed: “It is 
wrong to say: Stop debating, period. Theoretical debate 
is one thing, but the party's political lines and the 
political struggle are a different kettle of fish. We are not 
a debating club." [Footnote 4] [V.1 Lenin: “Collected 
wy eee Publishing House, Moscow, 1978, Vol 
43, p 122) 


Here, there is the question of whether different schools 
of thought should be allowed to exist in the Marxist- 
Leninist theoretical science. If schools of thought are 
understood as being different approaches to the same 
specific problem of practical work, or as being different 
conclusions resulting from the application of different 
investigative and research methods... then different 
schools of thought may be allowed. But if we understand 
schools of thought in strict accordance with their philo- 
sophic definitions and with scientific theories, then there 
cannot be many different schools of thought in the same 
Marxist-Leninist theoretical current. Among the Marxist 
Communists themselves, there can be no division of 
theoretical schools because, theoretically, all of us belong 
to a sole school of thought, which can only be monism 
and not pluralism, and that is Marxism-Leninism and 
Ho Chi Minh thought. 


For a long time now our attitude toward the non- 
Marxist-Leninist social doctrines has been somewhat 
incorrect. This is an attitude that smacks of sectarianism 
and that prompts us not to read about, not to study, and 
to reject all these doctrines even though they may con- 
tain rational factors and values common to al! mankind. 
If we know how to select and absorb these factors in a 
critical fashion, they will help enrich Marxism itself. And 
this is precisely what the spirit and essence of our 
doctrine are all about. Marxism does not stay outside or 
is on the sidelines of the historical current of mankind's 
thoughts but develops in the middie of it. It is the 
crystallization of all that is the best of these thoughts. 
Political Bureau Resolution “On Theoretical Work at the 
Present Stage” clearly pointed out: “Concerning other, 
non-Marxist-Leninist social doctrines, we should study 
them on the basis of an objective, dialectical viewpoint.” 


We can mention the Marxist school of thought and 
non-Marxist ones. But absolutely we cannot talk about 
different schools of thought inside genuine Marxism. 
Among the Communist Marxists themselves, they may 
draw very different conclusions and form very different 
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views on the same issue because of the discrepancies in 
their capability to grasp and apply Marxism-Leninism 
and because of the difference in their sources of infor- 
mation, in their scientific potential, in their practical 
knowledge, and in their concrete methods of research. 
This is natural and nothing to worry about. On the 
contrary, it is the state of swimming with the tide and not 
daring to protect the mght and to struggle against the 
wrong that is dangerous and frightening, because this is 
the symptom of an illness unacceptable in the ideological 
and theoretical life. Science cannot develop without 
debate. But it is not true that full-fledged schools of 
thought must be set up to quarrel and criticize one 
another if scientific development is to be promoted. 
Un! stural sciences, Marxist-Leninist theoretical sci- 
ce. 6 political science bearing directly on the fate of 

. nous classes and nations and of millions and millions 
neople. Therefore, we cannot not make society pay for 

\pcrmments” of various theoretical schools. 


Instead of talking about “schools of thought” or “plural- 
ism of opimon”™ (because this will serve no purpose, and 
besides, it may even hurt Marxist-Leninist science and 
the party's cause), what 1s fundamentally significant here 
is that we must realize democracy and freedom of 
thought, highly develop the capability of scientists and 
scientific collectives to contribute, and open up the 
largest possible area and create the most favorable pos- 
sible atmosphere for intellectual efforts and for scientists 
to contribute at will. Whether there 1s democracy or not 
does not depend on whether there are different schools 
of thought or not, it depends on whether there 1s freedom 
of thought and whether scientific potential 1s brought 
into full play. Owing to its large scale, its diversity, and 
the level of complexity of the theoretical and practical 
issues at present, theoretical work definitely cannot rely 
only on a limited number of people. During the past 
years, in reality the bulk of scientific research was 
concentrated in only a few comrades who were usually 
also in charge of management and thus unable to devote 
much time and energy to research, while many others of 
their colleagues often suffered from the “minor league” 
complex, would participate in the common efforts only 
timidly, and were reluctant to express opinions differing 
from those of their senior comrades. This state of affairs 
should be completely eliminated because no realistic 
scientific progress 1s possible if freedom and democracy 
are lacking. 


IV. Building the Contingent of Theoretical Cadres 


The result of theoretical work depends on many factors 
such as determination of research directions, organiza- 
tion and management of the research process, invest- 
ment funds, information conditions, various procedures 
and policies, and so forth.... Each of these factors has its 
own role to play, and none of them should be made light 
of. For example: At present, outstanding problems are 
the budget for scientific research in general and for social 
sciences and theoretical research in particular, concern 
for—and renovation of various policies toward— 
scientific cadres, theoretical cadres, and so forth... If 
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these are Hot resolved, it would be difficult to answers to all these questions depend on the ty to 
talk | development of theoretical work and social = organize the at and use of scientific cadres. 


equipped with good political quality and high scientific 


Over the past years, not too small a number of social 
science cadres were trained both at home and abroad 


However, a matter of greatest concern is the question of 
training quality, We should carry out a far-reaching 
review of the training of theoretical and social science 


cadres in the establishments in charge of postcollege 
training Our review must begin from the st 
ment stage to ensure that the most gifled 

people are selected In particular, 
renovate So. —— content 
training. Wi to the legacy 
Leninist classics, we should delve into 
and sirive for a firmer, more systematic, 
efficient grasp of these works on the basis of 
and the viewpoint of creative development 
the current conditions We should attach even 
importance to the history of eastern and western 
and our national thought: We should carry out critical 
research on the trends of non-Maraist-Leninist 


: 
: 


i ak 
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of great learning Without this basis. they can 
avoid taking 4 myopic. , 


Using the contingent of theoretical cadres 1s also a major 


issue First of all, we must not use these cadres individ- 
ually but as an organization Recently, more 
and more ific organs were attracted into the pro- 
At , | decisions and policies of the 
party and state small numbers of orders for products 
of social sciences have been placed with various scien 
tific collectives. _ the question now is not 
whether the contingent of theoretical workers is being 
used or not, but whether this t has the capa- 
bility to contribute and how i be used to obtair 


research programs and subjects 


On their part, the scientific cadres play an irreplaceable 
role. They must have a sound basic and a 


profound understanding of the science they are pursuing, 
must have a firm tno of other scientific branches 
related to his field of study, and must constantly keep 


abreast of the knowledge of modern times and relevant 
social realities: They must also be driven by 

urge, @ craving for truth, aed must have ambitious 
dreams and great aspirations Every scientific product is 
the brainchild of each scientific worker himself, No 
scientific creation is possible without a passion for 


the slightest leniency with whic’ one treats oneself may 
lead to the abandonment—or a serious drop in the 
value—of a project. even one that is near completion. 


No external factor can substitute for subjective effort in 
the thinking process of an individual scientist. However, 
this does not mean that a scientist may dissociate himself 
from the collective screntific milieu in which he lives and 
works. This is chiefly an environment for scientific 
thinking. for developing one's creative power, 
improving one's standard, and for cults. 
vating one's qualities. A scientific collective in which 
each individual lives in comfort, mutual trust, and 
heartfelt comradeship, a collective that 1s very severe in 
matters of principle and in scientific requirements and 
evaluation, but quite open, tolerant, and 

imous in its human relations, will be able to 
= iply the strength of each individual member mani- 


= 


Realities have shown that any scientific collective that 


be markedly reduced Wherever an unhealthy psycholog- 
ical atmosphere develops and people are down in 
tnvial personal matters. achievements in cre- 
ation are hardly possible 


We must develop collective intellect, but in science there 


Liang” [statement attributed to Mao Zedong. 

Liang was a noted military strategist of the Shu Han 
in Imperial China], and quantity cannot make 

up poor quality. Al present, in the theoretical 
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domain, it seemea that we do nol have more than a few 
leading specialists of national stature, let alone those of a 
greater slature. , we should sinive to train at all 
costs a number of Competent specialists sclected from 
among every scientific collective, large and small alike 
Special measures should be adopted to open some spe: 
cial courses to train really promising young cadres to be 
the pacesetiers in a number of principal fields of theo- 
retical science. 


We should renovate at an early date the various policies 
of remuneration for theoretical cadres and scientific 
cadres in general. In reforming the wage sysiom, we 
should give up the method of classifying scientific cadres 
according to the administrative grades and scales, 


because this practice would only encourage to 
become “mandarins,”” not to do scientific So 


Providing more information, broadening international 
exchanges, and creating favorable conditions fo. scien- 
tific cadres and scientific agencies to make broad and 
SS om SS oe See) 

are the indispensable conditions for the building of 
a contingent of competent theoretical cadres 


Political Bureau Resolution 01-NQ/TW is the lodestar 
for our theoretical activities in the present stage To 
acquire a deep understanding of the ideological view. 
points, tasks, onentation, guidelines stated in this 
resolution is to provide a basic guarantee for our circles 
of theoretical workers and social sciences to achieve 
success in their theoretical activities. thereby making 
worthy contributions to the renovation —— in 
the current decisive stage of our country on the path to 
‘alien. 


Social Sciences and Renovation 


923E00148 Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN 
in Vietnamese No 6, Jun 92 pp 16-20 


yen Duy Quy, Ph.D. in philos- 
ophy. director of the Vietnam Social Institute] 


fre The renovation movement. which 1s aimed at 


high-quality 
works, scientifically proving 
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and defending the fatherland and defending socialiam, 
and actively contributing to the struggle on the ideolog- 
ical and theoretical front 


The world is eaperencing profound and bitter 
upheavals. The modern scientific and revolu- 
lion has given fise to and is constantly de new 
technology and high-technology production and changed 


the labor formulas, organization, and way of life of 

A new eae appearing, but ‘Caallonene, 
ing urgent universal areal 

The social sciences must study the problems of the age, 

contribute to clarifying foréign and internal n 

sirategy in accord with the new situation, enable our 

nation to gradually approach modern civilization, and, 

ai the same time, maintain and exploit the national 

culture in order to build a prosperous and sirong country 

based on the socialist path and contribute to the 

for peace, national | ndence democracy, and 


progress 


In the face of the development trends of the world social 
scrences and the great tasks posed by the task of building 
and defending the country, the social sciences must 
overcome their sluggishness and renovate themselves in 
order to grow and contnbute to the all-round renovation 
of the country 


During the past several decades, the social sciences in 
our country have grown and scored achievements of 
which we can be very proud. We have an adequate 
objective basis to affirm the great achievements scored 
by Vietnam's social sciences. 


Most of the works of Marxism-Leninism have been 
translated. introduced. and published in numbers. 
Along with the works of President Ho Chi Minh and 
other party leaders. textbooks. teaching materials, and 
many theoretical research works have contributed to 
propagating Marxism-Leninism in ov country 


Inheriting the military and strategic ideas of previous 
generations. Vietnamese military science has been raised 
to a new level Many social science sectors have studied 
the country’s economic and social problems and contrib- 
uted to explaining the lines and policies of the party and 
state The human sciences have n.ade many discoveries, 
and there are a number of screntific works on history, 

ethnography, literature, and li ics that 
have won high marks both here and abroad. research 
results reflect the new ideas about the history, culture, 
society, ethnic minorities, . and people of 
Vietnam. and they have contr to raring the peo- 
ple’s standard of culture and inculcating a sense of 
patnotism and national pride in the struggle for national 


independence and socialism 


During the past sia years, since the sixth party congress, 
with a spint of renovating theoretical thinking. many 
social scrence sectors have studied the basic and pressing 
socioeconomic. cultural, and ideological problems, sup- 
ported the work of formulating the party's program and 
the strategy for stabilizing and developing the country's 
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economy and society, and contributed to searching for 
solutions to the burning economic and social probleme 


The humar sciences have striven to overcome the pre 
vious situation in which research was carried on in a 
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to develop science in the present situation The sluggish: 
hess in prom ing regulations to ~~ democ. 
facy in scientific activities has limited eaploiting the 
creative abilities of the scientists 


to renovating the country and developing science 


Science and technology, along with education and 
—_ & leading national policies aimed at devel: 
oping the economy, culture, and society and improving 
the t standards of the state and the leader: 
ship lities of the party in order to make the people 


prosperous and the country strong. 


The main task of science is to serve society th 
theoretical knowledge and theoretical studies and sati 
the needs of economic and social development, of mate- 
rial production and technical advances, and of man. who 
is the subject of the activities 


In the present stage. in Vietnam the social sciences must 
perform the following basic functions 


a Formulate scientific arguments for the path to 
socialism in Vietnam and for the major decisions. from 
setting guidelines for economic and social development 
strategy to specific problems such as policies. plans. 
investment projects, and so on at all leadership echelons 
of the party and state 


b Serve as a special tool to help renovate management 
and technology and raise the production forces to a new 
level of development with high productivity, good 
quality, and good results in order to modernize the 


country 


c Raise the people's standard of culture, train man- 
. inculcate a scientific outlook, develop the intel. 
and creative abilities of the Vietnamese people. 

and build our country’s progressive science 


Thus, the social sciences are nol a “non-coonorhic” 
element And their task 1s not simply to explain the lines 
and policies. Those are necessary tasks, bul doing 
research 1s even more important in order to put forth 
scientific to support formulating lines and 
pohoes in this way will the social sciences really 
become an internal motive force of economic and social 

t and make practical contributions to 
strengthening the leadership role of the party and the 
management of the state 


Based on the guiding viewpoints of the seventh party 
congress and on the spirit of Politburo Resolution 26 
(6th Term) on science and technology in renovation. in 
the coming years, the social scrences must concentrate on 
studying the following main issucs 
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operating 
control of the state They must study the paths. forms. 
and steps of the indusirialization process in unction 


revolution, make structural changes, renovate the eco- 
homic Management mechanism at the macrocosmic and 
microcosmic levels, and expand and improve the results 
of foreign economic acuivities 
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the cultural essence of man and contribute to 

ne the new Vietnamese culture and civilization. 

They must compile a number of important books and 

tools to support cultural and social sciences research and 
instruction 


Seventh, while emphasizing the synchronized capansion 
of all the social sciences sectors, including the human 
sciences, the immediate thing 16 t© concenifale on 
quickly eapanding the ph y. econOMICS, sociology. 
law, political science, cultural, and managerial xience 
yd pay the science of economic manage- 
ment stale Management 

For the 1991-1995, the Council of Ministers has 
listed state-level scientific and technical research 


projects (Decision No. 246/CT of 8 August 1991) 
Among these are cight social science projects 


|. Theoretical issues on socialiem and the path to 
socialiam in Vietnam 


2 Ho Chi Minh thought 


4 Renovating the social policies and the social manage: 
ment mechaniem 


5. The political system in the period of transition to 
socialism if Our Country 


above all the Social Scrences Information Institute. 1 to 
inform our country’s social scientists about the main 
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and abroad. must be implemented so that 
the sectors and echelons provide social science 
fesearchers with accurate and adequate in ion On 
the real situation in the country so that ean conduct 
studies in order to make accurate and theoret: 
ical generalizations 
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argument must be encouraged. and it must be ensured 
that different sdeas are all equal before the truth Author- 
itananism and dogmatism in scientific activities must be 


opposed. Al the same time. screntists must always fully 
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come in contact with and study and good things of the 
world and to enable the world \o gain a correct under: 
sianding about us Attention must be given to varying 

forms of international couperation The 


effectively serve activities in our country 


5. Investment in the social sciences must be increased. 
Because of the special nature of social sciences activities, 
the main source of capital for these activities is the state 
The social sciences must be allotted a suitable percen 

of the — funds when the state allocates funds 
science There must be suitable policies 
to look after things and create material conditions so that 
scientific cadres in general and social sciences cadres in 
particular can engage in screntific activities with their 
minds at case 


6 The leadership of the party must be renovated and 


leaders have directly entrusted the social sciences with 
the task of — = important topics. Giving 
attention to using research results as a basis for 

and ing the policies is a very impor- 


Relationship Between Theory and Politics 
92360014C Hana TAP CHI CONG SAN 
in Vietnamese No 6, Jun 92 pp 21-23 
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renovate theoretical work, and improve the quality and 
results of scientific research activities, we must go deeply 
into and clarify the nature of the relationship between 
theory (primarily the theory of Maraist-Leniniam sub- 
pabens ities. We will then have a scientific basis for 

ing this relationship correctly in management and 
leadership 


In the past, a number of bourgeois thinkers intentionally 
concealed the relationship between theory and politics 
presented their theories ou poli 
shown that in every age, theory and 
mp A, -gh 4 yf — in one 
or another. In particular, in Marxism, ina 
close and unified connection between theory and poli- 
ties. Thus, this can be viewed as a theory and science 
ng the politics of the working class. In Marxism, 
They do not 
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With the lack of democracy in the party and in theoret- 
ical activities, which was the case in many socialist 
countries in the past, the above situation is rather 
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widespread. |i's easy for leaders to develop a psychology 
of wanting everyone (including theorists) to obey them 
absolutely Theoretical concepts that politics are 
distorted to such a degree that they are to praise 
the political viewpoints even those viewpoints 
may be wrong. In order to embellish a particular view: 
point, por intentionally ‘pul a theoretical cloak” over 
it using losophical , Classical phrases, and 
“transcendental” arguments. demand that theory 
not only support the political lines of the party but also 
explain specific and temporary political measures. 
Theory and philosophy no longer have a scientific 
nature. They have been transformed into tools to defend 
things (including bad politics) 


In order to overcome this error, the idea that and 
politics are synonymous must be eliminated. 
cannot be replaced by politics (alt Marxist: 
Leninist theory is closely tied to the politics of the 
working class and the Communist Party). Theory has a 
system of concepts, categories, and laws and its own 
internal It is relatively independent as compared 
with politics. This independence of theory must be 
respected. It must be independent, bul it cannot oppose 
the party's correct politics. The party should not require 
theorists to have complete arguments for each specific 
and immediate political measure The strength of theory 
is its ability to provide an orientation in order to 
understand the nature and laws of reality, Theoretical 
thinking 1s above all high-level thinking about the major 
and strategic problems of politics rather than 
thinking that is concerned about every specific political 


political viewpoints and measures can be modified in 
accord with the specific situation. If theory runs after 
specific political measures, it will be difficult for it to 
avoid making mistakes and tarnishing its image. If that 
happens, it will be difficult to maintain stability and 
continuity in the development of theory. 


In the final analysis. proletanan politics 1s both a scrence 
and an art. But in order for it to really become a science 
and an art, politics must have a strong theoretical 
foundation, particularly the law of Marxist dialectics. 
The political and practices of the party must be 
reflected in scientific theory, but that does not mean that 
they can replace or stand above scientific theory. 
Removing scientific theory from politics will lead to 
blindness and spontaneity. and because of that a high 
price will have to be paid. 


Politics 1s a very complex social phenomenon and so it 
cannot be contained in a single general formula. Nor is 
politics a straight road. According to Lenin, politics 
resembles algebra more than arithmetic, and i 1s more 
like high-level mathematics than basic mathematics. 
Thus, no matter how outstanding it is, a theory cannot 
provide a general purpose prescription or pre-existing 
answer for all political activities or for all social devel- 
opment issues now and in the future. Liowever, Marxist- 
Leninist theory can and must serve as the basis for 
advancing arguments and setting guidelines for studying 





JPRS-ATC-92-011 
19 October 1992 


reality, studying the situation, and analyzing the rela: 
tionship among the classes in society, the heart of 
politics. must provide a scientific foundation for 
the lines resolutions of the party Scientific theory 
be ~~ ¥ have 7 of ne wae soe 
damage ities scientific theory and give 
to subjsectivism and self-contentment among polit- 


the -y— by theory and politics, 
tremist is the desire to separate 
from politics and place them in opposition to 
. This tendency, which is a negative reaction to 
, will cause theory to lose its onenta- 

ht will inval theory and limit the role of theory 
society. If Marxist-Leninist theory is sepa- 

ities of the working class, it will lose its 

to 


bet 


Sig 


25 
i 
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vitality, Thanks to being tied to politics, theory has 
attractive power with respect to reality and through this 

in reforming the world and escape the 
come into the real world 


expression to the 
yoy a4 truth Through politics, phi- 
and theory can be tied more closely to life and 


and theory are separated from each other, it will 
impossible for them to avoid falling into the “hands” 
of other types of politics. Theorists are not outsiders who 


in the political practices of 


must 
accord socialist guidelines In the final analysis that 
is the reason for the existence of revolutionary theory in 


our country. 


In order to deal with the relationship between theory and 
politics correctly im order to manifest theory's role in 
renovating our society today. the following problems 
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things freely and approach the truth. Political leaders 
should not be afraid to listen to “strange things.” The 
complexes of the scientific theorists and thew fear of 
being criticized and of placing themselves in danger 
when giving their oem must be eliminated Today, 
the great majority of those who study and teach Marxist. 
Leninist theory are party members. sieps should be 
taken to resolve the relationship between the need to 
“speak and act in accord with the resolutions” and 
freedom of thought in conducting scientific research” 
When teaching and spreading propaganda, propagan- 
dists adhere strictly to the resolutions of the pe. 
Researchers can express their individual opinions ng 
scientific activities and seminars within specific spheres. 
There may be internal notices in theoretical circles that 
should not be published in mass-circulation publica- 
tions. The party must look for many formulas (including 
regular formulas) to use the ideas contributed by theo- 
rists on the various problems in the different spheres 


A mechanism must be established to effectively coordi- 
nate things between theorists and party and state leaders. 
On one hand. theorists must be provided with accurate 
and — information concerning the viewpoints and 
policies of the party They must be helped to improve 
their political concepts. and conditions must be created 
80 that they can relate to the practices of their localities 
and sectors. On the other hand, attention must be given 
=. traning. and raising the general theoretical 
standards of leaders and managers They must be helped 
to grasp the new theoretical issues. In activities, political 
leaders must be guided by scientific theory This does 
not mean that they have to grasp the full truth Leaders 
should not think that they have a on the truth 
or think that position and prestige can scientific 
truth They must listen to and respect the opinions of the 
theorists and make effective use of them as specialists 
and advisers 


Ho Chi Minh Thought: The 

Great Revolutionary (urrents of 
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of the Two 


Article by Associate Professor Mayor General Bui Phan 
y. Institute of Strategic Research] 


[Text] Reality os the standard of truth and the starting 
point and measuring stick for every true theory This 
principle was verified during the long and vibrant life of 
President Ho He investigated and tested this on many 
fronts throughout the world and im international organ:- 
zations and in the revolutionary movements in many 
European and Asia countnes before returning to guide 
the revolut. on in Vietnam. Thanks to those practical 
activities of great value to an Eastern revolutionary 
leader, Pressdent Ho Chi Minh was able to select and 
deal clearly with Marxist-Lenimest principles in accord 
with Vietnamese realities Ho Chi Minh thought was not 
formed all at once It was formed gradually ard c<vel- 
oped during the 60 years that he carried on activities. 
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On 22 September 1946, in a letter of response 19 Sain 


the French Women's Federation, President Ho s 


warm greetings to all French women who had loved ones 


fighting in Indochina. This response can be regarded as 
the policy ever since with respect to the people with 
whom we have been in conflict. President Ho wrote: “If 
French youths come to Vietnam as workers, technicians, 
or scholars, | can assure you that they will be warmly 
welcomed like friends and brothers. But if they come as 
armed soldiers to conquer us, there will be fighting. This 
fratricidal war must stop. Based on the spirit that all 
are brothers, I love French youths just as I love 
ietnamese youths. For me, the life of a Frenchman and 
the life of a Vietnamese are equally valuable. | sincerely 
hope that French and Vietnamese youths can understand 
each other and love each other like brothers." 


Frenchmen have come to Vietnam in both ways, and 
they have been received in both of those ways. There has 
been very little “deviation” from the pledge given by 
President Ho to French mothers almost 50 years ago. 


With the experience of a person familiar with doing 
research, Ho Chi Minh aimed at his target and pursued 
the ideals of socialism. He was gladdened by the great 
victones won in the homeland of the October Revolu- 
tion and in the fraternal socialist countnes. But by the 
1940s, he had still not found a model that was really in 
accord with the future system in Vietnam. At the begin- 
ning of 1941, in “Cadre Training Materials for the 
Liberation Movement,” he outlined a model for a new 
democratic society (new democracy). According to Pres- 
ident Ho, this society has three main goals: national 
independence, civil rights and freedoms, and the welfare 
of the people. This is completely different from the 
fascist dictatorship of the English and American finan- 
cial bourgeoisie, and it is different from the “Sovietism™ 
of the dictatorship of the proletariat in Russia and the 
corrupt parliamentary system in France. The nature of 
this ts completely Vietnamese. This created a strong and 
progressive Democratic Republic of Vietnam. 


Clearly, Ho Chi Minh thought eliminated the capitalist 
path, but it did not use the soviet system in Russia in 
1941 as a model for the future social system in our 
country. He advocated a progressive social system that 
was completely Vietnamese, a system that uses Man as 
the central character. Besides the target of national 
independence, he stressed civil mghts (freedoms) and the 
welfare (happiness) of the people, and he gave much 
attention to improving the people's standard of culture. 
Socialism is a “progressive social system,” but it must be 
“completely Vietnamese.” This means tying socialism to 
national 1 . increasing the will to be self- 
rehant and independent, and not slighting international 
aid 


Regarding man as the central character and turning the 
people into the masters of society, Ho Chi Minh thought 
requires that all tools of the dictatorship of the prole- 
tariat must fulfill their function as loyal servants of the 
people and not become “revolutionary mandarins.” Ata 


time when world socialism is encountering a senous 


crisis, in many places, afler ing the doctrine of class 
struggle and the dictatorship of an to an 
“extreme position, people are terrified “we have ast 


the human quality in socialism.” If that has been 
somewhere, the there should calmly take to 
get it back. In Chi Minh thought, from to 
positions and policies, communist humanism is always 
elevated and overcomes all territorial and racial bound- 
aries. In his book /nfluences and Styles in the Lines and 
Practices of the Communist Party of Vietnam (Westview 
Press, Colorado, 1980), the researcher Budaran 
recognized that “the Communist Party of Vietnam is 
perhaps the only party never to have become the laugh- 
ing-stock of everyone with respect to internal struggles.” 
Internally, Vietnamese Communists may have had 
serious arguments, bul those have never to the 
point of opposition and open attacks on individuals. The 
great solidarity of Ho Chi Minh is the leading tactic." 


Closely tied to the spirit of “all people are brothers and 
a harmonious world” of Eastern philosophy, the workers 
internationalism in Ho Chi Minh thought bears no speck 
of envy or xenophobia. President Ho pointed out many 
times that national selfishness is a form of individualism 
on a national scale. He asked all Vietnamese who loved 
their fatherland to respect all people and other countries. 
Helping friendly countries means helping ourselves. We 
must elevate our international spirit and respect the 
rights, practices, and people of friendly countries.” 
(Letter _ to units engaged in helping friendly troops, 3 
April 1953). 


Five years after the Soviet regime was established, in 
1922 Lenin had to make an appeal to protect the 
non-Russian peoples from attack by Russians and Great- 
Russian chauvinists, who were actually mean and cruel 
people. [Footnote 4] (Lenin, “Collected Works,” 
blishing House, Moscow, 1978, vol 45, pp 
408, 4:1] He made a distinction between the nation- 
alism of the large nations and the nationalism of the 
small nations and between the nationalism of the ruling 
nations and the nationalism of the subjugated nations. 
He affirmed that nothing can hamper the growth and 
strength of proletarian solidarity like national inequality. 
[Footnote 5] [Ibid.] Today, in those places where the 
statute of Lenin has been removed, the great-nation and 
small-nation “chauvinism” criticized by Lenin has 
sprung up again like a mushroom. The broad unanimity 
with Vietnam's policy of wanting to be friends with all 
countnes shows that the integration of true patriotism 
with internationalism in Ho Chi Minh thought has 
sustained the revolutionary movement in this country. 


The State U the People as the Basis, the 
Guiding Point in Ho Chi Minh Thought 
923E0014E Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN 
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[Article by Tien Hail] 


[Text] Many centuries ago, Confucius made a famous 
statement: “The people encompass the realm” (the 





Confucius was supplemented and further 
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1. According to Ho Chi Minh thought, the phrase “the 
state usi people as the root" means that there must 
be a firm belief in the great strength and creative abilities 
of the people. The role and forces of the people must be 
evaluated correctly, and the revolution must be regarded 


as the work of the masses. 


It is the masses that create history and that push history 
to move forward constantly. Lenin affirmed that truth 
very early and very completely. He said that “only if 
people have faith in the people and immerse themselves 
in the living creativity of the people will they be able to 
seize and keep power.” [Footnote 3] [Lenin, “Collected 
Works,” Publishing House, Moscow, 1978, vol 


President Ho often said that “nothing in the world is as 
precious as the people. Nothing in the world is as strong 
as the united forces of the people.” [Footnote 4] [Ho Chi 
Minh, “Collected Works,” Su That Publishing House, 
1987, vol 7, p 544] “In the fight to build the nation, the 
main are the people.” [Footnote 5] [Ibid., vol 5, p 
77] “Only if a tree has strong roots will it be strong. The 
building can be built successfully only if the peo »le are 
the foundation.” [Footnote 6] [Ibid., p 79] He pointed 
out that the strength of the masses is very great, and that 
these forces are inexhaustible. Every task requires the 
support of the masses. Without the masses, no matter 
how small or easy the task, it will not be possible to 
complete that task. With the masses, no matter how 
difficult or large the task, it can be completed. No matter 
how hard the task, with the support of the people, it can 
be accomplished. 


Based on general evaluations of the great strength and 
creative capabilities of the masses, President Ho deeply 
and scientifically analyzed the mass forces in Vietnam 
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during the revolutionary period and affirmed the leading 
ing class and the main-force role of 

working and peasant classes. Thus, in the revolu- 
class, under the leadership 
and his vanguard party, 
formed a close alliance with the peasant class. Based on 
strata of laboring people and 
progressive forces to form a broad front, a great revolu- 
tionary mass force. It was this force that performed 
historical miracles and determined the success of the 
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The revolution is the work of the masses. The masses 
strength and unusual creative abilities. But 
t Ho also pointed out that those great strengths 


2. According to Ho Chi Minh thought, the phrase “the 
state uses the people as the basis’ also means that people 
must ly understand the viewpoint “all for the 
interests of the laboring people.” 


This viewpoint cannot stop at phrases, resolutions, and 
documents but must be manifested in actual tasks and 
actions such as truly loving the people, giving adequate 
attention to the material and spiritual lives of the people, 
and formulating effective and positive plans to improve 
the people's standard of culture. 


Our party wields power. The party is the vanguard unit 
of the Vietnamese working class and the loyal represen- 
tative of the interests of the working class, laboring 
people, and all the people. The state is a state of the 
people, by the people, and for the people. Thus, the party 
and state are responsible above all to the people. Presi- 
dent Ho said that the party and government must give 
much attention to the lives of the people. “If the people 
are hungry, the party and government are to blame, if the 
people are cold, the party and government are to blame, 
if the people are illiterate, the party and government are 
to blame; and if the people become ill, the party and 
oe”: are to blame.” [Footnote 7] [Ibid., vol 7, pp 
60, 261] 


The basic target of our country’s revolution, in the 
simple and easily-understood way in which it was 
expressed by President Ho, is to build a peaceful, uni- 
fied, independent, democratic, prosperous, and strong 
Vietnam. That is the model of a socialist Vietnam. 
President Ho's model has been supplemented and devel- 
oped in a more concrete manner by the party in the 
“Program for Building the Country in the Period of 
Transition to Socialism.” The program states that “the 
socialist society that we are building is a society in which: 


“The people are the masters. 


“There is a highly-developed economy based on modern 
production forces and public ownership of the main 
means of production. 
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There is a progressive culture and deep national color. 


“The people have been freed from oppression, exploita- 
lion, and injustice, they work according to their abilities 
and are paid according to their labor, they are pros- 
perous, free, and happy, and they can grow in all respects 
as individuals. 


“The ethnic minorities in the country are equal, there is 
solidarity among them, and they help each other to 
advance. 


“There are friendly and cooperative relations with the 
peoples of all countries in the world.” [Footnote 8 
[Program for Building the Country in the Period o 
Transition to Socialism,” Su That Publishing House, 
1991, pp 8, 9] 


Regardless of how it is expressed, a major issue is that 
the people must be the masters of society and must enjoy 
real freedom and happiness. 


In caring for the lives of the people, particularly in 
conditions in which our country is still poor, an impor- 
tant factor that must be given much attention is fairness. 
President Ho often said that in distribution there are two 
important points that must always be remembered: 
Never fear shortages, only injustice, and never fear 
poverty, only unrest among the people. 


Looking after the lives of the people and showing love for 
the people must be manifested by specific actions and 
not just empty words. President Ho required each cadre 
and party member to set an example with respect to this. 
President Ho himself carried this out very seriously. 


He said that the “party must formulate a very good plan 
to develop the economy and culture in order to con- 
stantly improve the people's standard of living.” [Foot- 
note 9} [Ho Chi Minh, “Selected Works,” Su That 
Publishing House, Hanoi, 1980, vol 2, p 542] According 
to him, good plans (positions and policies) must always 
be based on the interests, hopes, and standards of the 
people. In evaluating our positions and policies and 
determining whether they are good or bad, we must look 
and see if the majority of the people aresenthusiastic and 
in agreement and if they are implementing these enthu- 
siastically. We must see if production is being promoted, 
if the economy is growing, if the lives of the people are 
stable and gradually developing, and if national defense 
and security are being maintained. If the positions and 
policies have not been involved in daily life, are not in 
accord with the wishes of the people, and have not been 
received enthusiastically by the people, their scientific 
basis and correctness must be reexamined. After correct 
positions and policies have been implemented, the 
cadres and party members must advocate awareness, 
launch the masses, organize and lead the masses, unite 
the masses around the party, and transform the determi- 
nation of the party into the determination of the masses 
in implementing the lines and policies of the party. 
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3, According to Ho Chi Minh thought, the state using the 
people as the basis also means that leadership methods 
and work styles must be in accord with a mass viewpoint, 


The mass viewpoint here has a very specific meaning: to 
respect and manifest the ownership rights of the masses, 
to study and listen to the views of the masses, to 
penetrate deeply and form a close relationship with the 
masses, to engage in frank self-criticism and accept 
criticism from the masses, to set an example for the 
masses, to refrain from imitating the masses, and to 
oppose all manifestations of individualism. In short, 
there are two striking points in the mass viewpoint to 
which President Ho gave much attention: First, to 
respect and fully implement the ownership rights of the 
people, and second, to elevate revolutionary morals and 
oppose individualism and bureaucratism. 


Respecting and manifesting the ownership rights of the 
masses means to ensure the ownership rights of the 
masses in all spheres of social life and to exploit their 
political and social activeness and creativity in the 
revolution. In agreement with the views of Lieu Ton 
Nguyen, a famous scholar during the time of the Tang 
dynasty, who said that people who serve as officials are 
servants of the people (who work for the people) and not 
“masters of the people” (who can force the people to 
work for them), President Ho often reminded cadres and 
party members that they must “really respect the own- 
ership rights of the people. You must not issue orders 
and show your authority like ‘revolutionary manda- 
rins.”” 


In order to guarantee the ownership rights of the people, 
laws must be promulgated, and actions that violate the 
laws and oppose the people must be suppressed reso- 
lutely. In places that tolerate those who abuse their 
powers, those who engage in corruption and theft, spec- 
ulators and smugglers, and hoodlums who disrupt secu- 
rity and social order, the ownership rights of the people 
are not being guaranteed. Without laws and discipline, 
the people's ownership rights will be just a slogan. It will 
not be possible to put this into practice. 


To respect the ownership rights of the people, the peo- 
ple’s understanding concerning democracy must be 
improved. This means that “steps must be taken to 
ensure that the people enjoy democratic rights, use their 
democratic rights, and dare to speak and act." [Footnote 
10} [Ibid., p 225] Democracy is both a human value and 
a social mechanism. Democracy has both a human and a 
class nature. The level of democracy is closely linked to 
the level of civilization. Without civilization, there is no 
democracy, and the purpose of democracy is to advance 
civilization. Our country’s democracy is a socialist 
democracy. It is a democracy of the majority and a real 
right of the laboring people. Bourgeois democracy is 
linked to the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie while 
socialist democracy is linked to the dictatorship of the 
proletariat. The evaluation of the democracy of a social 
system is not based just on its slogans but also on how it 
implements those slogans. Capitalism mouths very 
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attractive slogans about democracy, but that is just a trap 
and a way to trick the exploited and poor. masses 
must be provided with basic knowledge about democ- 
racy. When the masses don't have a minimum knowl- 
edge about democracy and the law, this often leads to 
two things. First, they won't know that they have own- 
ership rights and so when those rights are violated, they 
won't wage a st to demand those rights. Second, 
the enemy can easily make use of them and arouse them, 
which leads to unprincipled struggle and violent actions. 


For President Ho, the mass viewpoint was also an issue 
of revolutionary morals and revolutionary feelings. 
According to him, this was not something lofty that came 
down from above but something quite ordinary and very 
specific and easy to understand. But implementing this is 
not easy “without the will power to train and the 
persistence to struggle." 


People with a mass viewpoint are people who always 
place the interests of the party, people, and nation above 
all else and who can correctly resolve the relationship 
between individual interests and the interests of the 
party, people, and nation when conflicts arise in that 
relationship. 


People with a mass viewpoint are people who have a 
close relationship with the people, who listen to the ideas 
of the people, who are skilled at organizing and leading 
the people, who can gain the people's trust, support, and 
love through their words and actions, and who can then 
ize and effectively mobilize the people. Pres- 
ident Ho often advised cadres and party members to 
“adhere to the mass viewpoint, follow the mass line, 
learn from the masses, resolutely rely on the masses, and 
educate and launch the masses in implementing the 
positions and policies of the party and state. You must 
be honest and upright and not try to conceal your 
ignorance, shortcomings, or mistakes. You must be 
modest. You must stick close to the masses and not be 
arrogant, and you must remain objective and never be 
subjective.” [Footnote 11] [Ibid., pp 156, 157] 


People with a mass viewpoint are people who have a 
lofty concept of organization and discipline. They are 
not dogmatic or do not think that they are above the 
Organization or that they stand outside discipline. The 
concept of organization and discipline must be mani- 
fested in both thought and action, in the person's manner 
of speaking, and in his daily relations with the people. 


People with a mass viewpoint are people whose actions 
match their words and who act more than talk. The 
people usually evaluate cadres and party members based 
on what they say and do every day. Saying one thing but 
doing something else is something that revolutionary 
cadres must avoid. If there is distrust about one thing, 
there will be distrust about everything. If cadres are not 
trusted, supported, and loved by the people, “they will be 
useless and won't be able to accomplish anything.” 
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People with a mass viewpoint are people who have a 
lofty concept of self-criticism and criticism. Criticism 
must be linked to self-criticism, President Ho said that a 
disease often seen in our cadres is that they know only 
how to criticize others but don't want to listen to others’ 
criticism of them. They don't engage in self-criticism or 
don't do so in an honest or series way. He said that “We 
are not afraid to make mistakes. All we are afraid of is 
making mistakes and not taking resolute action to cor- 
rect those mistakes. To correct mistakes, we must be 
ready to listen to the criticism given by the masses and 
engage in honest self-criticism. If we refuse to listen to 
criticism and do not engage in self-criticism, we will 
become outdated and regress. And if we are outdated 
and we will be rejected by the masses.” [Foot- 
note 12) [Ibid., pp 112, 113) 


People with a mass viewpoint are people who live a pure 
and wholesome life, who do not live extravagantly, who 
are not or corrupt, and who do not want special 
rights privileges. During the first years after we 
seized power, President Ho seriously pointed out the 
degeneracy of a number of cadres and party members. 
What he was referring to was that “some comrades are 
still concerned about status and intentionally strive to 
become a member of this committee or a chairman of 
that committee. Some comrades are worried about 
eating and dressing well. They want to convert public 
property to private property and use their positions and 
duties to grow rich. They are more concerned about their 
own personal activities than their public duties. Some 
people are still in the habit of ‘helping all family mem- 
bers once they become officials.’ They put their relatives 
and friends in this or that position without regard for 
whether they can do the job. If something goes wrong, 
the mass group will take care of it, with their only 
purpose being to ensure that their relatives and friends 
have a position.” [Footnote | 3) [Ibid., pp 31, 32) 


People with a mass viewpoint are people who always set 
an example for the masses. They mingle with the people 
but do not imitate the masses. Because: “We can't simply 
call ourselves ‘communists’ and expect the people to love 
us. The masses will respect only people who have qual- 
ifications and morals. To guide the people, you must set 
an example for them.” [Footnote 14] [Ho Chi Minh, 
“Collected Works,’ Su That Publishing House, 1985, vol 
5, p 184] 


The revolution is the task of the masses. The revolu- 
tionary renovation movement launched by the party ts 
also a task of the masses. If the country is to get out of the 
present economic and social crisis quickly and if the 
renovation movement is to succeed, there must be mass 
forces under the leadership of the party. Thus, President 
Ho's concept of “the state using the people as the basis” 
is still a very current idea that is of great value in guiding 
our renovation movement today. 
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Further Discussion on Regulating Planning and 
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[Article by Hoang Dat, not translated) 





The Market Mechanism, Opposing ideas 
00000000 Hanai TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese 
No 6, Jun 92 pp 36-38 


{Article by Hoang Anh Nguyen; not translated] 
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00000000 Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese 

No 6, Jun 92 p 56 


[Article by Nguyen Van Loc; not translated] 
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[Article by Professor T.Q.D.; not translated] 
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{Article by Du Pham Can; not translated) 
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